Writing at Saxton

School

A guide for parents on how we teach writing and how
to help at home

Writing is a really important skill for children to develop. It is an essential form
of communication that they will use throughout their lives. We teach them the
important structures of writing and help them to become proficient writers who
are confident in using this form of communication in different contexts.

The 5 pillars in our approach to teaching writing are -

Oracy; All the evidence shows that effective talking leads to effective writing. Once
children are proficient in rehearsing ideas through talk, they are equipped to
use these structures in their writing.

Vocabulary; As children speak and read more widely, they become exposed to a wide
vocabulary that they can apply in their own writing. This includes ambitious
words as well as subject-specific vocabulary.

Cohesion: It is important that children understand how to write coherently. This ensures
that their writing is correctly sequenced and linked, and has sufficient detail
and clarity.

Purpose; Writing is framed for real-world settings, with a clear audience and purpose in

mind. The approach to writing will vary according to the purpose, so it is
important that this is clear from the start.

Refinement: The first try isn’t always the best! We expect children to review and edit their
work to make improvements so that their work becomes the best that it can
be.



How we teach writing

Early Years and Year 1

In Early Years and Year 1, children learn a correct pencil grip and letter formation. We quickly
encourage them to use a cursive script because this helps with consistent letter formation
and reduces reversals of letters. Children will learn and practise their writing through phonics
lessons. In Reception, children have activities through which they will rehearse their oracy
skills and be exposed to new vocabulary, punctuation and sentence structure, and will use
this to create stories. This is extended in Year 1 where children will expand their vocabulary
further and we will introduce increasingly complex writing structures that children build into
their stories and texts. They will be exposed to different genres of writing for different
purposes and audiences. Children are encouraged to write words that are phonetically
plausible and to use some punctuation correctly including full stops and capital letters.

Key Stage 1 & 2

Throughout Key Stage 1 & 2 (Years 2 - 6), children become exposed to a wide range of genres
and purposes for writing. They look at the skill of different writers and use models that they
have encountered to inform their own skill development.

We teach writing using a ‘Collect, Connect, Create’ sequence.

Within the ‘Collect’ stage, children explore and learn the skills of writing through 'writing as a
reader’, deepening understanding and promoting spoken language. Children are exposed to
high quality WAGOLL's (What A Good One Looks Like), setting the expectation of the final



outcome and allowing children to identify key features of different genres, exploring the
purpose behind why they have been used for an intended audience and purpose. Children
also collect and generate high quality vocabulary, as they 'magpie' expert words and phrases
used in quality texts. Teachers use creative and innovative teaching methods and resources
to inspire children including the use of; drama techniques, interviews with real people linked
to writing purpose and a range of media.

In the ‘Connect’ stage of our learning, teachers explicitly model and support the composition
of writing, manipulating the collected content into sentences using grammar skills from the
national curriculum. Through guided and shared practice, children construct sentences and
develop their skills, continuously improving their work through our editing sessions. This
aspect focuses on working with the specific year group skills and practicing them, to then be
used within their final written piece of writing.

Finally, children ‘Create’ their final published piece, after drafting sections or paragraphs of
text using the writing skills taught within the connect phase. Children 'write as readers' by
editing and improving their drafts before publishing a final piece for their intended purpose
and audience. This produces a high-quality published piece of writing with all feedback
embedded.

What good writing looks like

We assess writing continuously. Every year group has a set of objectives that children should
meet in order to be on track for their age. Of course, these will be applied in different
contexts and no single piece of writing will meet all of the criteria. Children demonstrate over
time that they have the knowledge and skills to be effective writers. The examples below
show an average piece of work for each age, but please refer to the year group criteria for
each specific objective that needs to be demonstrated.
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Year 1



What am I?
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Year 6

How to help at home

(O Make writing fun! Encourage children to practise their writing in different formats - labels,
lists, cards, reports, stories are all good ways to practise.

(O Make time for children to practise their pencil control. They can do repeated patterns
and lines as well as letter formation. The more that they practise, the easier and more
fluent it will become.

(O Help children to rehearse their thoughts by talking with them. If they are able to tell you
something clearly and using the right vocabulary, this will help them to communicate it
through writing.

(O Give time for children to develop their understanding of writing structures. Good spelling
and punctuation is, of course, very important but they also need the opportunity to



develop and try a range of phrasing and formats so that they can use these for the right
purpose and audience.

(O A wide range of reading both encourages new ideas and also supports confidence in
putting those new ideas on to the paper!

Assessing and evaluating writing

We assess writing every term and will report this to you. We draw from a range of evidence
that the child has produced, and identify which objectives for their age they have been able
to demonstrate. When we assess writing, we try to use pieces that have been created
independently. This doesn’t mean the first attempt - children can edit and improve their work
- but we try not to take into account pieces that have been scaffolded or largely constructed
and influenced by adults.

You can see the expected objectives for each age on our website: ® Writing Assessment
(saxton.n-yorks.sch.uk/writing-assessment)

Who to contact about writing

Writing Lead: Curriculum Lead:

Mrs Elcock Mr Clayton

j.elcock@mf.starmat.uk b.clayton@sp.starmat.uk



